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Recently, | blogged about the newly discovered skeletal bones of the Dmanisi hominids (Lordkipanidze et
al. 2007, Gibbons 2007, Lieberman 2007), and the Discovery Institute’ s response to them. (In a nutshell,
Casey Luskin of the DI attempted to argue that the Dmanisi hominids were apes, an argument that is
untenable for any number of reasons).
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| know of only one other creationist discussion of the Dmanisi skeletons, in an article by Answers in
Genesis (AIG) (scroll down to the 2nd item). It is fascinating to observe that AIG has decided that the
Dmanisi hominids are humans, in contrast to Luskin’ s opinion that they were probably apes. If either side
is right, the other must be hopelessly incompetent (not excluding, of course, the possibility that both are
incompetent).
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[ Jim Foley: "Dmanisi and Answers in Genesis" (2008/12/02) on Panda’s Thumb ]

Casey Luskin:

Yet these leg and foot bones in many respects resemble modern apes as much as they resemble modern humans. |
cannot be faulted for being skeptical of the claim that these species were necessarily evolving towards modern humans.

According to the Figure 3 in the Nature report, the femoral length is like that of a human or a gorilla (Fig. 3b). ... Figure 3
also reports the length of an arm bone, as the humeral length resembles that of a human or perhaps a chimp (Fig. 3b).
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In short, these are interesting new finds: Above the waist, they appear to be extremely ape-like. Below the waist, they



seem to resemble modern apes as well as resembling modern humans. Yet this species post-dates the human-ape split
and is being touted as a species that was evolving into a modern human, not a modern ape. What's going on here?

: Casey Luskin: "Human Origins Update: Harvard Scientist and New York Times Reporter Get the "Plug Evolution
Memao"...Sort of (2007/09/22)
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A team reporting this week in the journal Nature announces the discovery of the remains of four individuals found at the
site of a medieval castle at Dmanisi in the former Soviet republic of Georgia. Dated at 1.77 million years old (by a yet
unnamed method) and ascribed to Homo erectus, scientists claim that the fossils “ fill crucial gaps in the story of our
evolution.”
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Thus, the fossils, which the study authors see as filling a crucial gap in evolutionary understanding (and bridging the gap
between ape-like ancestor and human), seem to show nearly every sign of being simply diminutive members of H.
erectus, who walked as we do and who had, as Lordkipanidze stated, “ modern human features.” As we note in Is
there really evidence that man descended from the apes?, H. erectus was
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smaller than the average human today, with an appropriately smaller head (and brain size). However, the
brain size is within the range of people today and studies of the middle ear have shown that Homo erectus
was just like us. Remains have been found in the same strata and in close proximity to ordinary Homo
sapiens, suggesting that they lived together.

Indeed, H. erectus reminds us of H. floresiensis, the “* hobbits” discovered in Indonesia ; plus a
forthcoming AiG article on this week’ s hobbit update regarding its wrist who were also fully human despite
their small stature (despite recent yarn-spinning about the wrist bones). Finds like these, along with the
Bible’ s talk of giants, remind us that human variation has likely decreased in many ways over time --
although the range of human body sizes today is still considerable.
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