Jason Rosenhouse

James Madison University Jason Rosenhouse : CSICOP: Evolution and Creation
Is Natural Selection a Tautology? ( )
[ Gish 1981
e\ O R
" Origin of Species " "Survival of fittest"( )

" QOrigin of Species, 6th Edition "

| have called this principle, by which each slight variation, if useful, is preserved, by the term natural
selection, in order to mark its relation to man’s power of selection. But the expression often used by Mr.
Herbert Spencer, of the Survival of the Fittest, is more accurate, and is sometimes equally convenient.

( ) Herbert Spencer

(CHAPTER lll. STRUGGLE FOR EXISTENCE.)

[ Ann Coulter: Godless: The Church of Liberalism ]

Jason Rosenhouse

Jason Rosenhouse: "Is Natural Selection a Tautology?

Ann Coulter "Godless: The Church of Liberalism" New York Times
4 Coulter
Coulter
Coulter
Coulter
The Tautology Objection ( ) Coulter

The second prong of Darwin’ s “ theory” is generally nothing but a circular statement: Through the
process of natural selection, the “ fittest” survive. Who are the “ fittest” ? The ones who survive! Why
look it happens every time! The “ survival of the fittest” would be a joke if it weren’ t part of the belief
system of a fanatical cult infesting the Scientific Community.

The beauty of having a scientific theory that' s a tautology is that it can’ t be disproved. Evolution cultists
denounce “ Creation Science” on the grounds thatit’ s not“ science” because it can’ tbe observed
or empirically tested in a laboratory. Guess what else can’ t be observed or empirically tested? Evolution!
(pp. 212-213).
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Darwin’s claim to fame was his discovery of a mechanism of evolution; he accepted “ survival of the fittest
" as a good summary of his natural-selection theory. But which ones are the fittest? The ones that survive.
There is no criterion of fitness that is independent of survival. Whatever happens, it is the “ fittest” that
survive by definition. (Emphasis Added)
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Bethell’ s argument has a curious ring for most practicing scientists. We are always ready to watch a
theory fall under the impact of new data, but we do not expect a great and influential theory to collapse from
a logical error in its formulation.
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My defense of Darwin is neither startling, novel, nor profound. | merely assert that Darwin was justified in
analogizing natural selection with animal breeding. In artificial selection, a breeder’s desire represents a “
change of environment” for a population. In this new environment, certain traits are superior a priori; (they
surive and spread by our breeder’s choice, but this is a result of their fithess, not a definition of it). In nature,
Darwinian evolution is also a response to changing environments. Now, the key point: certain
morphological, physiological and behvioral traits should be superior a priori as designs for living in new
environments. These traits confer fithess by an engineer’s criterion of good design, not by the empirical fact
of their survival and spread. It got colder before the wooly mammoth evolved its shaggy coat.
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Productive use of the idea of functional design, in modern biological research, often takes this form: an
organism is observed to have a certain feature, and the observer wonders what good it might be. For
instance, dissection and examination of a pony fish shows it to have what looks like a light-producing organ,
or photopore, and even a reflector behind it to make it shine in a specific direction. So we accept the
conclusion that the organ is good at producing light, but the obvious question then becomes, What good is
light? The pony fish photopore is deep inside the body. Can it really be adaptive for a fish to illuminate its
own innards?

The organ is situated above the air bladder, and the light shines downward through the viscera. The pony
fish is small and its tissues are rather transparent. Some of the light gets through and produces a faint glow
along the ventral surface. But what is the use of a dimly lit belly? Perhaps it makes the pony fish more
difficult to see in the special circumstances in which it lives. It inhabits the open ocean, where it may move
toward the surface as darkness approaches, but spends the daylight hours far below at depths where the
light is exceedingly dim by our standards, detectable only as a murky glow from above.
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