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The Ipsos/Mori poll of 923 primary and secondary teachers found that 29% of science specialists agreed
with the statement: "Alongside the theory of evolution and the Big Bang theory, creationism should be
TAUGHT in science lessons"

Some 65% of science specialists disagreed with the statement. When asked if creationism should be
"discussed" alongside evolution and the Big Bang 73% of science specialists agreed.

The Ipsos/Mori poll also canvassed support for the more hardline position of only mentioning creationism in
the context of dismissing it. It found that only 26% of all teachers and 46% of science specialists agree with
Professor Chris Higgins, vice-chancellor of the University of Durham, who is quoted as saying "the only
reason to mention creationism in schools is to enable teachers to demonstrate why the idea is scientific
nonsense".

The poll was conducted between 5 November and 10 December and the results are statistically weighted
by sex, age and teaching phase to the known profile of primary and secondary school teachers in England
and Wales. Many of the primary teachers polled for the survey may have a science specialism, but teach a
range of subjects day to day.

[ James Randerson: "Would you Adam and Eve it? Quarter of science teachers would teach creationism"”
(2008/12/23) ]
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[ Teachers Dismiss Calls For Creationism To Be Taught In School Science Lessons ]
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| find this very depressing. Do those teachers believe that they should also teach the possibility that water is
H30, that Bacon wrote Shakespeare and that babies are brought by storks?

The logic is exactly the same: and there is just as little, or as much, scientific controversy about the idea of
evolution as there is about those of physics and chemistry.
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Next year is, of course, Darwin Year the 200th anniversary of his birth and 150th anniversary of publication
On The Origin of Species). It is my profound hope (likely to be disappointed) that teachers and everyone
else should learn to stop treating him as a prophet, or a pariah, or a philosopher, or even as a trained
ecclesiastic who turned to atheism and just take him for what he was, the greatest biologist in history.

He made biology into a single science linked by the idea of evolution, rather than a bunch of ideologies.
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The 'Michael Reiss position’ is defensible. Just as a chemistry teacher might discuss the phlogiston theory,
or a physics teacher might discuss the Ptolemaic theory of the planets as history of science, so it is
defensible to teach that there are people called creationists, and they believe what they believe.

Michael Reiss

But if teaching creationism "alongside’ evolution means what it seems to mean, it is no more defensible than
teaching the stork theory alongside the sex theory of the where babies come from.



If 29% of science teachers really think creationism should be taught as a valid alternative to evolution, we
have a national disgrace on our hands, calling for urgent remedial action in the education of science
teachers. We are failing in our duty to children, if we staff our schools with teachers who are this ignorant or

this stupid.
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[ Richard Dawkins and Steve Jones give their views on creationism teaching pol (2008/12/23) ]
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