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The dangers of creationism in education

The position of the Vatican and the Christian religious movements

75. For a long time, the Catholic Church was opposed to transformism and then to evolutionism. However, this opposition
has to be understood in the context of the more general mistrust of science prevailing at the time, given the international
climate of socialism, which it saw as a consequence of evolutionism. Thus, for a long time there were clashes between
the positivist revolutionaries and the Catholics who supported the restoration of the monarchy. The Catholic Church has
clearly demonstrated for a very long time that it is creationist. After the Second Vatican Council the Catholic Church was
more discreet and almost remained aloof on this issue. This was until 1996, when, on 23 October, Pope John-Paul Il
recognised that Darwin’ s theories were “ more than a hypothesis” . However, the debate on evolution is still taking
place within the Catholic Church today. Several movements still defend creationism as a dogma. In July 2005, Christoph
Schd nborn, the Archbishop of Vienna, published an article in the New York Times stating that the declarations made by
Pope John-Paul Il could not be interpreted as recognising evolution. At the same time, he repeated arguments put
forward by the supporters of the intelligent design ideas. However, it is important to note that the majority of contemporary
Catholics now accept the neutrality of science.
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76. In the tradition of his predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI now welcomes the role of the sciences in the evolution of
humanity: Science has opened up large dimensions of reason that have been closed up to now and thus brought us new
insights. In early September 2006, he brought together a group of former students and colleagues at Castel Gandolfo for
a seminar on the evolutionism versus creationism debate. He published the conclusions of this seminar in mid-April 2007
in German under the title * Scho pfung und Evolution” (Creation and Evolution). He does not support the ideas of
creationism: the creationist position is based on an interpretation of the Bible that the Catholic Church does not share.
The Pope rejects both a creationism that categorically excludes science and the theory of evolution, which hides its own
weaknesses and does not want to see the questions that arise beyond the methodological capacities of science. The
theory of evolution is considered too pervasive by the Catholic Church, which seems above all to be worried about the
influence of “ social Darwinism” and the evolutionist theories concerning economic matters and medical ethics.
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77. In Switzerland, the Council of Christian Churches in the canton of Vaud has declared that it does not see its own
views reflected in the statements and actions of the European Biblical Centre movement run by Daniel Mathez.
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Reactions of the Muslim organisations

78. As far as the Muslim organisations are concerned, they condemn the grotesque proselytising practised by Harun
Yahya. When questioned after the mass mailing to French schools of Yahya’ s book The Atlas of Creation, Dalil
Boubakeur, President of the French Council of Muslims replied that the theory of evolution “ does not conflict with the
Koran” . He also considers Yahya' s initiative “ pernicious” :“ He tries to show that species have remained immutable,
with photographs to support his claim, but he fails to explain the disappearance of certain species or the emergence of
others” . Boubakeur says he is “ convinced that evolution is a scientific fact” adding that some verses of the Koran
explicitly mention “ a cyclical evolution” of the human race. In an interview with Le Monde in February 2007, the
sociologist Malek Chebel said that “ Islam has never been afraid of science ... Islam does not need to be afraid of
Darwinism ... Islam does not fear the story of evolutions and of the mutations of the human race” . He points out that the
Koran addresses the question of the creation of human beings by God but not that of the mutations of species. According
to him, * The Atlas of Creation is the product of a sectarian organisation close to the Turkish extreme right, which
disseminates “ truths” on glossy paper that have nothing to do with Islam” . Finally, he expects there to be * future
confrontations on this issue between fundamental Islam and the Islam of the Enlightenment” . For the Swiss Association
of Muslims for Secularism, founded by Ali Benouari, “ religion must not challenge science” .
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Stance adopted by the international scientific community

79. On 21 June 2006, a declaration by the InterAcademy Panel (IAP) on the teaching of evolution was signed by the
academies of sciences of 67 states, 27 of them member states of the Council of Europe. They called on “ decision
makers, teachers, and parents to educate all children about the methods and discoveries of science and to foster an
understanding of the science of nature. Knowledge of the natural world in which they live empowers people to meet



human needs and protect the planet” . The scientific community recognises that “ there are still many open questions
about the precise details of evolutionary change” but refuses to challenge some of the results of its research.
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