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The dangers of creationism in education

In Turkey

53. Turkey, which has been one of the few officially secular Muslim countries since the republic was established by
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in 1923, seems to be one of the main cradles of Islamic scientific creationism. As Jacques
Arnoult[5] has emphasised, “ Turkey appears to be one of the most active and most highly structured centres of this
fundamentalist school of thought” .

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 1923
Jacques Arnoult

54. The Turkish Islamist preacher Harun Yahya, whose real name is Adnan Oktar, is one of the most symbolic figures of
this movement. He is around fifty years old and has been publishing works on creation or religion for about twenty years.
He also has his own publishing house, Global, the head office of which is in Istanbul. In 1991, Oktar set up the science
and research foundation Bilim Arastirma Vakfi (BAV). Since its establishment, BAV has been very active in trying to have
any reference to evolution removed from Turkish education. It also organises many conferences on creationism in the
principal Turkish towns and cities. It would seem that BAV has close links to the American Institute for Creation Research
(ICR).
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55. The latest work by Harun Yahya appeared in December 2006 and is entitled “* The Atlas of Creation” . Itis a large
book and is the first volume of a series of seven. It attempts to refute Darwin and the theory of evolution in 772 richly
illustrated pages. Its conclusion is clear: “ creation is a fact” and “ evolution is a deception” . Moreover, the author
sharply condemns “ the secret links between Darwinism and the ideologies with blood on their hands, such as fascism
and communism” . At the beginning of 2007 Yahya launched an offensive aimed at the mass distribution of his work in
Europe and throughout the world.
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56. It should also be noted that the creationist ideas are already to be found in some Turkish school textbooks, and 75%

of Turkish secondary school students do not believe the theory of evolution. However, protest movements have been set
up in Turkey. A commission was created in 1998 to respond to the criticism and the creationist attacks on evolutionist



ideas and to try to warn the public. TUBA, the Turkish Academy of Sciences, and TUBITAK, the Turkish Scientific and
Technological Research Council, have also taken up a stance in favour of evolution.
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In France

57. The Harun Yahya offensive: In early 2007, the Turkish creationist Harun Yahya sent his work entitled * The Atlas of
Creation” to a very large number of French schools and resource centres. In response, the Minister of Education, Gilles
de Robien, called on chief education officers to ensure that this book "which does not correspond to the content of the
curricula drawn up by the Ministry, is not available at school resource centres” . Herve Le Guyader, Professor of
Evolutionary Biology at the University of Paris VI, was tasked by the General National Education Inspectorate with
producing a detailed analysis of this atlas. He considers the book to be * Much more dangerous than the previous
creationist initiatives, which were often of Anglo-Saxon origin” . He believes that the lavishness of the work and the
method employed by the author could “ prove highly effective in the case of an uninformed public. He also finds that the

scientific content of this book is “ pathetically inadequate” .“ The Atlas of Creation” has also been sent to many
journalists.
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58. The Interdisciplinary University of Paris (UIP): The UIP, an association set up under the Law of 1901, was established
in 1995 to replace the European University of Paris, which was founded in 1989 to succeed the Popular University of
Paris. Supported at the beginning by a number of prestigious companies, it has gradually been abandoned by its
sponsors owing to the suspicions of neocreationism raised against it. It is actively working on the introduction of
spirituality into the sciences and society and is also said to be very closely allied to the American intelligent design
movement. The transmission on ARTE in October 2005 of the Thomas Johnson documentary Homo sapiens, a new
history of Man was, incidentally, very controversial in France. It seems to have been very largely inspired by the work of
Anne Dambricourt-Malasse, who is responsible for research at the National Scientific Research Centre CNRS, is
attached to the Paris Natural History Museum and was at that time a member of the UIP’ s scientific council. The
documentary was accused of conveying a neocreationist message and helping the UIP’ s cause.
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In Switzerland

59. The activities of Harun Yahya in French-speaking Switzerland: In March 2007, a very large humber of schools in
French-speaking Switzerland also received Harun Yahya' s work “ The Atlas of Creation” . Georges Schurch, Director
General of the Orientation Cycles in the Canton of Geneva, said that the company responsible for distributing this work in
French-speaking Switzerland had given him a thousand copies to distribute. He pointed out on that occasion that no new
work could be authorised for use in schools without a prior examination.
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60. Jacqueline Horneffer, Deputy Public Education Secretary in the Canton of Geneva, called on educational
establishments to refuse to take delivery of this work, which they did. According to her, “ the book does not correspond to
current scientific theories and does not comply with the principle of the separation of secular and religious education” . In
Switzerland, “ The Atlas of Creation” has also been sent to journalists and scientists.
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61. The European Biblical Centre: The creationists are also represented in Switzerland by the European Biblical Centre
and its facilitator Daniel Mathez. The Centre is a creationist publisher that has already published around fifteen works.
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62. The ProGenesis group: The small Swiss creationist group ProGenesis is working for the rehabilitation of the Book of
Genesis. Its aim is to assert creationism over evolutionism and to do so by means of media or play. In this connection, it
has set up a project called Genesis-Land, which is a leisure park that might be constructed in northern Switzerland and
would aim “ to disseminate the Christian message as a counterweight to the Darwin’ s omnipresent theory of evolution

”

Progenesis Group|[ ]: ProGenesis

Genesis-Land

In Belgium

63. Creationist attempt at infiltration into Belgian schools: After France, and parallel to the offensive conducted in
Switzerland, Harun Yahya launched the distribution of his Atlas of Creation in Belgium in March 2007. In a circular letter
dated 22 March 2007, Marie Arena, the Minister in charge of compulsory education and social development, warned “ all
education staff against the values promoted by this document” and went on to say that she was “ counting on everyone
being vigilant [...] to ensure that it (could) in no way constitute an educational tool for the pupils’ use”
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64. Mobilisation of the Brussels university community: Since early 2007, Belgian academics at the Free University of
Brussels, have held a series of lectures on “ God or Darwin?” . Among the various works there is a study by Laurence



Perbal, a university lecturer, on “ the evaluation of the opinion of secondary and higher education students in Brussels
concerning the concepts of evolution” . This study shows in particular “ that a large proportion of the individuals
questioned seem to think that the Darwinian theory of evolution only concerns the physical aspect of human beings and
not their soul or conscience” . At the same time, “ a large proportion of the students say they have never heard of the
Darwinian theory of evolution even though it is part of the biology curriculum for the last year of secondary school” .
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In Poland

65. The theory of evolution and Darwin were publicly called into question in the autumn of 2006 by the Polish Deputy
Minister of Education and Lodz MP, Mirosaw Orzechowski, a member of the League of Polish Families (LPR, an extreme
right-wing, ultra-Catholic party). He said that “ the theory of evolution is a lie, a mistake that has been legalised as a
common truth, adding that “ We must not teach lies, just as we must not teach evil in the place of good and ugliness in
the place of beauty.” Finally, according to him the evolutionist theory is only “ a story, a piece of literature that could be
used as a background for a science fiction film” . Just before that, in early October 2006, Maciej Giertych, an LPR
member of the European Parliament and father of the Polish Minister of Education Roman Giertych, had called for the
withdrawal of the Darwinian theory from school curricula, arguing that it was not “ supported by evidence” .
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In Russia

66. In Russia in February 2007, a young 16-year-old girl and her father brought an action against the Ministry of
Education and Science because they did not accept the fact that the school biology textbooks only offer one theory, that
of evolution, which, they said, was incompatible with their beliefs. The plaintiffs were supported by members of the
Russian Orthodox Church. It would seem that the teaching of the theory of evolution in Russia today is being increasingly
called into question by pupils and their parents, who want access to teaching that is closer to their religious and personal
convictions. Father Vsevolod Chaplin, deputy head of the Department of External Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate,
deplores the ideological character of the theory of evolution, which has been the only theory taught in Russian schools
since the Soviet era. He is appealing for the right of pupils and their parents to education that does not run counter to
their faith, a right, he says, that is guaranteed by international legislation.
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In Italy

67. Letizia Moratti, at the time Italian Minister of Education and Research in the Berlusconi government, proposed in
February 2004, in the context of educational reforms, and especially changes to the school curricula, a decree aimed at
abolishing the teaching of the theory of evolution in primary and secondary schools. There were no longer any courses on
the theory of evolution in the school curricula. The Italian scientific and journalistic communities then took action. A
commission was charged with considering this issue in April 2004 and submitted its report in February 2005, in which it
pointed out that the study of evolution was crucial for an overall view of life and noted the importance of the natural
sciences in our modern culture. At the same time, it emphasised that the teaching of the Darwinian theories makes it
possible to prevent racism and eugenics. Since then, no new decree has been published. The reforms are said to be still
in progress but are not likely to permit the removal of the Darwinian theories from the school curricula.
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In Greece

68. Without actually being banned from the school curriculum, the theory of evolution is often relegated to the final part of
the course, ie the end of the school year. As a result, it is rarely studied at secondary school owing to a lack of time.

In the United Kingdom

69. In the United Kingdom, creationists hold lectures at state schools and the universities. In the summer of 2006,
England hosted the largest international creationist symposium over a period of three days. The UK’ s biggest teaching
union, the National Union of Teachers (NUT) sounded the alarm bell and called for legislation to combat the growing
influence of religious groups in the British education system, According to the NUT, giving more power to the religious
groups would probably damage social and intercultural cohesion. The Royal Society and the Archbishop of Canterbury
have spoken out against the teaching of creationism at British schools and various organisations, such as the British
Centre for Science Education, have condemned attempts to introduce this.
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In Serbia



70. In 2004, the Minister of Education, Liliana Coli, was forced to resign after ordering schools to stop teaching the
Darwinian theory of evolution if the creationist ideas were not also part of the school curricula. The Academy of Sciences
and Arts and around forty associations then condemned this danger, which they described as a theocratic deviation.
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In the Netherlands

71.In 2005, the then Dutch Minister of Education, Maria Van der Hoeven, caused a stir by proposing the organisation of a
debate on the teaching of the theories of evolution in the country’ s schools. However, six years earlier a truce had been
concluded between the various political parties with the result that evolution is part of the curriculum of all Dutch schools,
including faith schools, which the state funds without exercising any ideological control. In an interview, Ms Van der
Hoeven said that Charles Darwin’ s theories were incomplete and that new things had been discovered since, especially
by the proponents of the intelligent design ideas. However, she announced that she did not intend to introduce the
creationist ideas into the school curricula but only wanted to confront their adherents with the supporters of the theory of
evolution. Ms Van der Hoeven’ s initiative only met with a weak response, including in her own party, the Christian
Democratic Alliance (CDA). D66, a centre-left party and an ally of the CDA, is totally opposed to creationism and
evolution being placed on an equal footing. The VVD, a liberal right-wing party, is of the same opinion.
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In Sweden

72.In Sweden, the first creationist museum was opened in Umea in 1996.
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In Germany

73. In a university town in the Land of Hesse, Germany, creationist ideas seem to have already been disseminated at a
number of schools. Teachers of life and earth sciences at a state-approved private upper secondary school teach their
pupils that a creator is the origin of the various “ main types” of animals. After being alerted about this, some of the
pupils’ parents approached the Hessian Ministry of Education, which thought there had been no direct infringement of
the school curricula and said it was not competent to deal with such issues. Some parents then removed their children
from this school.
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In Spain

74. One month after France, Mr Yahya' s Atlas of Creation was received by some professors in the biology faculty of the
University of Barcelona and by the university library.
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