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STRASBOURG, France (Reuters) - Europe’s main human rights body on Monday cancelled a scheduled
vote on banning creationist and intelligent design views from school science classes, saying the proposed
resolution was one-sided.

The resolution, which the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly was due to vote on Tuesday, said
attacks on the theory of evolution were rooted "in forms of religious extremism" and amounted to a
dangerous attack on scientific knowledge.

Pressure to teach creationism is weaker in Europe, but an Assembly committee got active because a
Muslim creationist book has appeared in several countries.

Guy Lengagne, the French Socialist member of the Assembly who drew up the report, protested after the
Parliamentary Assembly voted to call off the debate and vote, and to send the report back to committee for
further study.

"I have enough experience of parliamentary procedure to know that this is a first-class burial (for the
report),” he said.

Guy Lengagne

Deputies said the motion by the Christian Democratic group of parliamentarians also won support from east
European deputies, who recalled that Darwinian evolution was a favorite theory of their former communist
rulers.

[ Gilbert Reilhac: European rights body calls off creationism vote (2007/06/25) on Scientific American]




Reuters one-sided ( ) ars technica

The draft resolution was sent to the full council in a nearly-unanimous vote. Unfortunately, the council voted
to send it back to committee. Reading the floor debate, it appears that the resolution’s return was prompted
by a Belgian representative, who called the resolution "unbalanced." Attempts to get him to clarify his
problems with the resolution were blocked when the vote on returning it to the committee passed without
debate. It's unclear whether the resolution will ever re-emerge.

[ John Timmer: "Attempts to introduce Intelligent Design in Europe spark backlash" (2007/06/26) on ars
technica]

Mr VAN DEN BRANDE (Belgium). Thank you, Mr President. When we looked at the draft resolution, we
thought that it would be better to refer it back to the committee, because we think that the issue is not to
deny the scientific evolution theory. But our group is convinced that the proposal is unbalanced. We are
open to discussing it, but there is in fact a preliminary question: are we a scientific academy, or are we a
political body? Is this item appropriate? In any case, | ask that the draft resolution should be referred back
to the committee. Thank you.

Van Den Brande( ):

[ 2007 ORDINARY SESSION --(Third part) REPORT -- Nineteenth sitting-- Monday 25 June 2007at 11 30
a.m. on Council of Europe ]

Van Den Brande
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Council of Europe firmly opposes creationism in school
Thu Oct 4, 2007 7:06pm BST
By Gilbert Reilhac

STRASBOURG, France (Reuters) - Europe’s main human rights body voted on Thursday to urge schools
across the continent to firmly oppose the teaching of creationist and "intelligent design" views in their
science classes.



The Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly approved a resolution saying attacks on the theory of
evolution were rooted "in forms of religious extremism" and amounted to a dangerous assault on science
and human rights.

The text said European schools should "resist presentation of creationist ideas in any discipline other than
religion."” It said the "intelligent design" view defended by some United States conservatives was an
updated version of creationism.

Creationism says God made the world in six days as depicted in the Bible. Intelligent design argues some
life forms are too complex to have evolved according to Charles Darwin’s theory and needed an unnamed
higher intelligence to develop as they have.

Anne Brasseur, an Assembly member from Luxembourg who updated an earlier draft resolution, said the
report showed how creationists -- most recently a shadowy Turkish Muslim writer Harun Yahya -- were
trying to infiltrate European schools.

Anne Brasseur
Harun Yahya
"The purpose of this report is to warn against the attempt to pass off a belief -- creationism -- as a science

and to teach the theses of this belief in science classes," she said. "Its purpose is not to fight any belief.”

Anne Brasseur

The vote was due in June but was postponed because some members felt the original text amounted to an
attack on religious belief. A few changes were made to spell out that it was not directed against religion.

The Council, based in the eastern French city of Strasbourg, oversees human rights standards in member
states and enforces decisions of the European Court of Human Rights.

The resolution, which passed 48 votes to 25 with 3 abstentions, is not binding on the Council’'s 47 member
states but reflects widespread opposition among politicians to teaching creationism in science class.

48 25 3 47



Some conservatives in the United States, both religious and secular, have long opposed the teaching of
evolution in public schools but U.S. courts have regularly barred them from teaching what they describe as
religious views of creation.

Pressure to teach creationism is weaker in Europe, but has been mounting. An Assembly committee took
up the issue because Harun Yahya has been sending his lavish Islamic creationist book "Atlas of Creation”
to schools in several countries.

Harun Yahya "Atlas of Creation"

Supporters of intelligent design want it taught in science class alongside evolution. A U.S. court ruled this
out in a landmark decision in 2005, dismissing it as "neo-creationism."

2005

[ Council of Europe firmly opposes creationism in school (2007/10/04) on Reuters]
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