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The propositional content of the theory of intelligent design also differs from that of creationism.
Creationism or Creation Science, as defined by the U.S. Supreme Court, defends a particular reading of the
book of Genesis in the Bible, typically one that asserts that the God of the Bible created the earth in six
literal twenty-four hour periods a few thousand years ago. The theory of intelligent design does not offer an
interpretation of the book of Genesis, nor does it posit a theory about the length of the Biblical days of
creation or even the age of the earth. Instead, it posits a causal explanation for the observed complexity of
life.

[ Stephen C. Meyer: "A scientific history and philosophical defense of the theory of intelligent design”,
Religion - Staat - Gesellschatft, vol. 7, (2008/10/07) ]
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Creationism is focused on defending a literal reading of the Genesis account, usually including the creation
of the earth by the Biblical God a few thousand years ago. Unlike creationism, the scientific theory of
intelligent design is agnostic regarding the source of design and has no commitment to defending Genesis,
the Bible or any other sacred text.
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no commitment to defending Genesis

The “ Cambrian explosion” refers to the geologically sudden appearance of many new animal body plans
about 530 million years ago. At this time, at least nineteen, and perhaps as many as thirty-five phyla of forty
total (Meyer et al. 2003), made their first appearance on earth within a narrow five- to ten-million-year
window of geologic time (Bowring et al. 1993, 1998a:1, 1998b:40; Kerr 1993; Monastersky 1993;
Aris-Brosou & Yang 2003). Many new subphyla, between 32 and 48 of 56 total (Meyer et al. 2003), and
classes of animals also arose at this time with representatives of these new higher taxa manifesting
significant morphological innovations.
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[ Stephen C. Meyer: "Intelligent Design: The Origin of Biological Information and the Higher Taxonomic
Categories”, 2007 ]
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