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Elliott Sober Dr. Michael Behe (Irreducible Complexity)

Defenders of ID often claim to test their position by another route, by criticizing the theory of evolution. Behe
(1996) contends that evolutionary processes cannot produce “ irreducibly complex” adaptations; since we
observe such traits, evolutionary theory is refuted, leaving ID as the only position standing. Behe (1996)
says that a system is irreducibly complex when it is “ composed of several well-matched, interacting parts
that contribute to the basic function, wherein the removal of any one of the parts causes the system to
effectively cease functioning” (p 39). Before considering whether evolutionary theory really does rule out
irreducible complexity, | want to note that this argument does nothing to test ID. For ID to be testable, it must
make predictions. The fact that a different theory makes a prediction says nothing about whether ID is
testable. Behe has merely changed the subject.
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[ WHAT IS WRONG WITH INTELLIGENT DESIGN?, The Quarterly Review of Biology, March 2007, Vol.
82, No.1]

Sober Negative Argument
Behe

Behe " " Sober
One flaw in Behe' s argument is his assumption that evolutionary processes must always involve a
lockstep increase in fitness. This ignores the fact that contemporary evolutionary theory describes evolution
as a probabilistic process. Drift can lead to evolutionary changes that involve no increase in fitness and
even to changes that lead fitness to decline. Evolution does not require that each later stage be fitter than

its predecessors. At least since the 1930s, biologists have understood that evolution can cross valleys in a
fithess landscape.
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The most that can be claimed about irreducibly complex adaptations (though this would have to be
scrutinized carefully) is that evolutionary theory says that they have low probability. However, that does not
justify rejecting evolutionary theory or accepting ID. As noted earlier, many probabilistic theories have the
property of saying that a body of observations has low probability. If we reject theories because they say
that observations have low probability, all probabilistic theories will be banished from science once they are
repeatedly tested.
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